| “THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS AND THE MYSTICAL BODY 


. In the ninth article of the Apostles’ Creed we affirm out belief in the 
Communion of Saints, -, This formula, which did not enter the Creed: 
until about the fifth century, has never been explained in any solenm: 
declaration of the Catholic Church. - As a result, we must rely stpon 
the organs of the Church’s. orditary miagisterium for a sotistaitery, ‘ 
statement of its meaning. 

There are extant four distinct ways of interpreting the term Cow 
stsinto Sanctoriim.: ‘The first method would make the word Sasictorsa 
neuter, the genitive of Sancta. Thus the. Communio .Sondanm:: 
e would he the commion! possession of holy things, the corpora enjoy: 
; “ment within the Catholic Church of those agencies which our Lord het 
instituted to help men live the life of grace. x 
Ere The other interpretations accept Sanctorum as masculine, the ak 
tive of Soncti. © The English formuls:“Communion of Sainte” 
te eepress “only: these interpretations, In this. way the ies 
could be understood ‘either as the fellowship or association within 
definite society or as the society itself. Wheo the worl Cer 
ve is understood as designating « society, then this nies: 
» identionl with: or distinct from the Catholic Chureh:: ie 
Whe explanation’ actordingto-which the Comenmiia. 
mtg th cen jason of means fr mation me 
‘and approve Catechism: of the Council of Trent’ 
meet : fe farce Contmuio Sancoram wan as? 


‘it goes on to explain that “the unity ofthe Spl 
ad mae ner sg 
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the blessed in heaven and the souls in purgatory enjoyed within the 
Catholic Church. Those in the state of grace in this world receive 
the full benefits accruing from this association. However, Catholics 
inthe state of mortal sin are not wholly cut off from this communica- 
ton. They receive some share from their fellowship with the Saints 
of God inasmuch as the blessings consequent upon the Communion of 
Saints tend to bring them to repentance and thus to eternal life.. 

No man can enjoy this fellowship apart from the Catholic Church. 
These who enjoy the Communion of Saints either are actually mem- 
bers of the Catholic Church or really intend to became members.. Thus 
those in the state of grace, the persons who derive the full benefit from 
their association with the Church triumphant and the Church suffer 
ing, possess that charity which demands the love of the brotherhood. 

~ Every person in the state of grace intends to live and to die within the 
uaity of the Catholic Church, even though, for want, of proper in- 
“nuction, bis intention should be merely implicit. 
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Graden, accepting the teaching of Dieckmann, carries his conchsiow 
still further, and holds that the Communion of Saints is really “an 
invisible society, a ‘church’ or ‘ecclesia’ in the broad sense’ Accord — 
ing to this theory, there are members of the Communion of Saints who 
are not members of the Church, and conversely there are members f 
the Church who do not belong to the Communion of Saints, 
Radically, this view is based upon a misinterpretation of the three 
fold definition of the Catholic Church. ‘The strictest definition of the 
Church designates it as a society visibly distinct from the other 
ligious organizations operating in the world. According to this 
definition, the Church is the society of those who are united in the 
Profession of the same Christian faith and in the communication 
of the same Sacraments under legitimate pastors, and in particular 
under the one Vicar of Christ on earth, the Roman Pontiff. The 
broader definition of the Church identifies it as the society which isthe 
true Israel, thecontinuation in the world of the body of believers 18 
Christ existeagipince the days of our first parents. According to this 
broader definition, the Church is the congregation of those whe bebeve 
in Christ. we 
The broadest definition of the Church represents this organization 
as the assembly which extends into eternity. After all, the members 
of the Catholic Church on earth are really “fellow citizens with tht 
saints and the domestics of God.”* St. John the Apostle preached 
that the faithful might have fellowship with him, “and that our flow 
ship may be with the Father, and with His Son, Jesus Christ.” i 
Church, considered in this light, is properly defined a3 “the society 
the saints, serving God through Christ.” er 
The traditional theologians of the Catholic Church never intended 
‘to designate three separate organizations with these three WP? 
‘tions... The three kinds of formulae described one and the 
society; but locked upon that society as it were from three distiog 
angles. - They Inbored to prove that all three of these definition’ 


|) tthe broadest definition of the Catholic Church, It is the covoca- 

4 Sen of the saints, serving God under Christ, ‘There is certainly no 

ge Ueological warrant for supposing that this body constitutes a soak 
| amity distinct from that of the visible Catholic Church here on earth. 
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‘A brief survey of the history of the formula Conumunion of Saints 


should serve to make this point clear, aS 

One of the earliest mentions of the formula Commenio Sanctorum 
vith reference to a Creed is found in the ExplanatioSymboli,attributed — *. 
to Nicetas of Remesiana, and written around the beginning of the 


fifth century. 
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test of the just who have been, who are, and wha 6" 

Church because, sanctified in 


You ought firmly to retain, is estabss 
&e other Churches, which are false, 


382 THE AMERICAN ECCLESIASTICAL REVIEW 


the Church of the Saints. In part in pilgrinagy, 
has nourished us. In so far as it dwells 


It has begotten us. It is 
angels. In so far as it is in pilgrmact 


Break part Swelling in heaves, it 
in praia it is the blessedness of the 
world, it is the hope of the just. 


re ral his Enckiridion the great Father of the Church 
whe pois not members of the Church in the same manner 
ve been redeemed by our Lo 


as the men 


f the organization in 


Pe in heaven are included. It is 
atiaets aes Speaking of the difference Churca of MI 
Polar the Church militant, St. Augustine stresses the visibility of 

. pa contrasted with the comparative invisibility of the 
- igelic OIFS, : : 4 


The Church among the holy angels and 
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insists that the 

ais rd. At the same time he states 
that the Church on earth is a part : 
interesting to compare the 


parent to us when we sh the powers of God will be 
cethicnad bees ‘we shall be joined to it in the end io posseaing UES 
ar a Se Oat viich is in pilgrimage from. it on cath ® 
like bs because we are in it and because it is made up of m= 
ourselves. This latter has been redeemed from every sin by the Blow’ 
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_ Wotain good and bad members until the day of the general judgment 

~The members of this one Church were in. fello with, blessed 

“itd the angels in heaven, ‘The Church, ‘with its peifect: and 

- Perfect members was the recipient of aid from the angelic hosts, There 
, WHS; according to St. Augustine, a real and dynamic association with 

jhe blessed in heaven in and though hie visible Cathe OM 


tte Church was the Catholic Church, the organization. srhich. wal peat 


There is certainly no warrant for teaching that. the Co pip 
Seints is a sort of invisible society, distinct feant’ Catholic | sans 

+ lace social union with the blessed in heaved is ta be found the 
walle Body-of Christ, 0560.8: 
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Many of the great Counter-Reformation theologians wrote about the 
Communion of Saints. None of them considered it as an invisible 
society in any way distinct from the Catholic Church. Thus Frederick 
Nausea, the famous Bishop of Vienna (11552), interpreted the Com 
munion of Saints as the common possession of spiritual goods by the 
members of the Church triumphant and the Church militant, At the 


Same time, however, he designated the Church itself as the Commun- 
ion of Saints. 


So Christian piety believes that Church to he holy which is the Catholic 
Church and the Communion of Saints. Both still fighting here on earth 
and triumphing in heaven it shares universally one God, one Pastor, ote 
faith and one baptism, the same merits and prayers, the same secrasents : 
and especially the Eucharist which is the sacrament of all unity and concord.” 


in his paraphrase of the ninth article of the Apostles’ Creed Nausea 
offers 2 still more complete statement of his belief. 


T believe also the Communion of Saints, That is I believe that thoes 
: T have boos inc tis Church and also throug the faith ofthis same Char 
I have been united in a certain communion with Christ our Head thet 
all the saints, and that I have been made one with Se ee ak 
whatever good Christ and His saints either already dead or still ving nit 
ver merited, comes in its entirety to me as long as 1 bien ey 
remain within the Church, and that it will avail unto my salvatioa so thet 
need never despair of attaining eternal life.” : 
__ The Catechism of the Council of Trent, which appeared cea . 
years after the Catholicus Catechismus of Nausea, ee aie 
_ ae. Fellowship with the Father and with Christ isto be fou writes 
2 ‘Communion of Saints. ‘There is a common possession of of a 
goods among the members of the Church. The ee eed 
Commit of Trent iosisted that the faithful in the state of reer’ 
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of the Commanion af ‘Saints comes only to those who live tht beet 
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faithful on earth, (St. Peter Canisius does not limit this communion 
to those who enjoy the state of grace), but also the blessed in: beavis 
and the souls in purgatory.!* iy 
The old Baltimore Catechism taught that “the Saints aid we age. 
members of the same Church, because the Church in heaven and the 
Church on earth are one and the same Church, and alf'its members 
are in communion with one another.”!* It defined the Communion of. ; 
Saints as “the union which exists between the tembers of the Chittch’.": : 
_9n earth with one another, and with the blessed in heaven and with = 
the suffering souls in purgatory." The revised version teaches thet 
the Communion of Saints means “the union of the faithful oft eatth) 
the blessed in heaven, and the souls in purgatory, with Christ as thet 
~ head? : 
Cardinal Gasparri’s. Catechism repeats the. teaching ot. ce a : 
' thism of the Council of Trent. “The second part of the Ni a 
\ ticle of the Creed — the Communion of Saints’—is connectett with 
‘the first part as in some sort explaining it, for it. teaches va wh 
“benefit the members of the Church may gain from the holiness ob 
“tained in’ and through the Church.” ‘Cardinal Gasparriasserts thet 
|. “by this: second ° part of the Ninth Article of the Crest we ment 
that ‘between ihe’ members of the Church—in Heaven, in a 
, - Sad on earth—~there exists, by reason. of their close union: with Os 


ther under Christ their Head, a mutual cota in 
riches.” 
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ciannels through which men receive favors from God, through whic 


the souls in purgatory are benefited, and by which the saint in heaven 
are honored.: 


FV: There is no invisible Church, no religious society distinict from » 
the Catholic Church, of which men in the state of grace are metbers. 
‘The only society which can rightly be denominated as.the Communion 
of Saints is the true Church of Jesus Christ, the Mystical Body. 
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Answers to Questions 


HOLY NAME COMMUNION SUNDAY 
Question: The 4 anual af the Holy Name Society asserts that the 


| Answer The decree to which reference is made implicitly answers 
se qustion, for it repeats the ruling of the decree Sacra Tridentina 
: Synodus to this effect: “If there are any institutes of either solemn or 


. mp ce Paes are tobe omsdeed merely dive ad net “4 
- -Preceptive” (Bouscaren, Canon Law Digest; : jeieieatbiae ag 2. 

Now, if the rules of a religious order commanding pan giao Cot es 
= fective Ha! Communion on certain days are. meres oie ohay : 


Catholics, such as the Holy Name eae haem 

” a this Society concerning the Epaith SE 
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